“This is 


it: Kleptz’ s vehicle still in good shape some 83 years later. 


Jeep forerunner got its start 
in Terre Haute long, long ago 


By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Siaff Reporter 
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If American Motors Corp. chose 

Terre Haute for a opening a new 

o car-manufacturing plant, it would 

.be returning to the city where the 

‘forerunner of its Jeep, the Ov- 
erland Runabout, was invented. 

“They put their first car on the 


market the same year as Ford —. 


1903,” said Frank Kleptz of 1110 
Mary Lane, who owns the oldest 
Overland known in existence. His 
‘car is believed to have been made 
here in 1902. 
` Most reports said the Overland 
« — advertised as the car that would 
“uget you there and back” — was 
_road-tested in February 1903. 
The car was produced by Claude 
E. Cox, who received his bachelor’s 
degree in 1902 and his master’s in 
1904, from Rose Polytechnic In- 
' stitute. 
It was manufactured in a second- 
¿story loft at 13th and Plum streets 
Aby the Overland Automobile 
Division of the Standard Wheel Co: 
. At that fime, more than 100 
“companies were competing for a 
-share of the horseless carriage 
_ market, but the Overland still did 
“not have much traffic to contend 
. with during its road test. 
2 “How many autos are there in 
arene Haute?” the Terre Haute 


‘anes aret inva Feb, 13, 13, oe engineer.. 


D 2 bad 


» “Mr. A. Chaney of the Chaney 
g Auto Co. . . says there are 21 at the 
È present time, bué he ‘has orders 
es and prospective forsseveral, 
more and ill select the styles for 

‘he ‘buyers when at the great 


world’s bicycle showin Chicago 


beginning Saturday night.” 

An article written by Judy Sted- 
man Calvert and published in the 
Jan. 4, 1983, edition of the short- 
lived Northside J ournal, tells of the 
Overland’s beginnings. 

“The Overland was produced in 
the winter of 1901-02 by Claude E. 
Cox, a senior at Rose Polytechnic 
Institute,” Calvert wrote. 

“For his graduation thesis, Cox 
chose to design a small gasoline 
motor for use in a motor car. His 


, project was successful and he 


received an excellent grade and 
many compliments for his achieve- 
ment.” 

As for the design of the car itself, 
Cox was aided by Arthur Paige, 
another Rose graduate, said a 
February 1970 letter from The 
Willys-Overland-Knight Registry. 


The duo worked on the design in . 


the shops at Rose, then at 13th and 
Poplar streets, and at the Wheel 
Works factory. 

“The ‘Overland’ name was 

rovided by Miss Kathryn 
Sendelbech, a daughter of a Stan- 
dard Wheel Co. vice president,” the 
letter noted. 

Cox’s design had historic im- 
plications for the then-10-year-old 
automobile industry. He was the 
first to place the engine in the front 
of the car, rather than under the 
front seat, as previous carbuilders 


-had done. 


The placement was is the 
was, Said to 


Kleptz, whose Overland cranks 
from the side; said Cox was the 
first to place the crank in: the. front. 
~ Cox also is credited with putting 
the entry to the rear.seat compart- 
ment through ‘the side of the car 
rather than through the back. 


About 200 models of Cox’s car 
were made and sold for $595 before 
production was moved to In- 
dianapolis in 1905. 

Some say the move was made 
because demand outstripped the 
ability to produce the automobile in 
quantity at its Terre Haute loca- 
tion. But Kleptz said the local plant 
shut down after the boiler blew up. 

In 1906, Calvert's article ‘said, 
the car and rights were sold to the 
Parry Manufacturing Co. of In- 
dianapolis. 

By 1907, the firm was in finan- 
cial trouble and controlling interest 
was-aquired by John W. Willys, a 
bicycle and car dealer in New York, 
to protect a $10,000 investment he 
had in the company. 

According to AMC, “Willys soon 
reorganized the firm, renaming it 


‘the Willys-Overland Company, and 


appointing himself president, 
treasurer, sales manager and 
purchasing agent. 

“In need of cignal production 
facilities, Mr. Willys purchased the 
Pope-Toledo plant site in Toledo, 
Ohio/and in 1911 moved all of the 
company’s: operations to Toledo” 
where the Jeep is still produced. 

In 1940, AMC said, experiments 
were started on. what was to 
become the Jeep four-wheel-drive 
military vehicle of World War II. 
The vehicle was placed in produc- 
tion in 1941; 

bousht 


ave. s-Over nd Inc. wa’ 
ese sag eae Ove ‘aiser interests for 


about $60 y ain in. 1953; The 
name of the firm was changed to. 
Willys Motors Inc. then and, in 
1963, to the Kaiser Jeep Corp. 

In "February 1970, AMC bought 
Kaiser Jeep and renamed a the 
Jeep Corp. 


